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Scene 1: CE Office 

NARRATOR This story is purely fictional. 
Certain long-standing institutions, 
agencies, and public offices are 
mentioned, but the characters 
involved are wholly imaginary. Any 
similarity with any characters 
living or dead is purely a 
coincidence. 

1. SOUND Door knocking 

2. SUNSHINE It's sunshine, ma'am, with the 

morning box. 

3. CHIEF EXECUTIVE It's open! 

4. SUNSHINE Good morning, Chief Executive. First 

up, the post-its from this week, 

madam 

5. CHIEF EXECUTIVE Post-its, sunshine? 

6. SUNSHINE From the changemaking event 

7. CHIEF EXECUTIVE Changemaking? 

8. SUNSHINE The design thinking conference? 
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9. CHIEF EXECUTIVE Design thinking? 

10. SUNSHINE the new walkability consultation, 

madam 

11. CHIEF EXECUTIVE Listen, Sunshine, I'm quite busy, 

you'll have to refresh my memory 

12. SUNSHINE It's our new dialogue approach 

madam. Instead of collecting views 

from everyone we pay consultants 50 

million dollars to get a small cross 

section of people in a room and 

write their ideas on post-it notes. 

And then they stick them on the 

wall. 

13. CHIEF EXECUTIVE Did we get some good ideas? 

14. SUNSHINE No madam. They're all awful. 

15. CHIEF EXECUTIVE Ok, bin. 

16. SOUND PAPER SCREWED UP FOR BIN (FROM MAC 

BIN EFFECT) 
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17. CE Listen Sunshine, Police Chief Cheung 

is retiring tomorrow and I need to 

announce his successor. It's down to 

CSP Veda and CSP Yu, and you to 

write a speech for both. Call the 

Office of the Thesaurus, it needs to 

be a good one. 

18. SUNSHINE Ok ma'am. Veda's the tough talking 

protest fighting harbour hero and 

Yu's the son of Guangzhou Governor 

and the President's great-grand-

nephew. I think we all know how 

that's going to go. 

19. CE Don't take that tone with me, 

Sunshine. We'll choose on merit. 

I'll consult the Exco later. Rumour 

has it Veda's going off the rails a 

bit lately... talking about a war on 

cars! 

20. SUNSHINE Oh dear ma'am, that's not going to 

go down well with the election 

committee now is it? 
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Scene: Queen's Road Central layby, the cardboard recycling 
truck 

21. NARRATOR Across town, CSP Veda has survived 

her first night in the wild and is 

pushing Lim's fully laden trolley to 

the cardboard truck to earn a few 

extra dollars 

22. NUMBER ONE Lady Lim, my pleasure to see you 

this fine morning. 

23. VEDA-AS-LIM I suppose I see you every day? 

24. NUMBER ONE You are my best first customer, 

every day dear Lady Lim. Let's weigh 

this up then.... 

25. VEDA-AS-LIM Let me ask you something. You're a 

Hindu right?  

26. NUMBER ONE I'm Sikh, Lady, look at the turban! 

27. VEDA-AS-LIM Oh. Well did you ever hear of ... 

reincarnation... while still alive? 
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28. NUMBER ONE That is a very interesting question 

Lady Lim. $6 for the lot. 

29. VEDA-AS-LIM $6! I've got a whole Zara store re-

fit in there! 

30. NUMBER ONE Ok ok, Thursday price, I give you 

$7. Most of the cardboard's ruined 

today, fibres all shot after that 

accident on Bonham Road. Cardboard's 

very sensitive to Baryon particles 

you know, nobody ever thinks of us 

when they're galavantaing off making 

these nuclear accidents. 

31. VEDA-AS-LIM Baryons? Bonham Road? What do you 

know about that? 

32. NUMBER ONE The nuclear accident. Everyone's 

talking about it. Of course nobody 

asks me because I'm just a recycling 

man. But I read books. I've got my 

theories.  
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33. VEDA-AS-LIM Hmm. We should really have a chat. 

When's your shift over? 

34. NUMBER ONE 4am. 15 hours time. Come back and 

we'll talk. 

Scene 1: INT VEDA's OFFICE, DAY 

35. FRANK (INTERCOM) Shirley for you madam 

36. LIM-AS-VEDA Shirley? Do I know a Shirley? 

37. FRANK (INTERCOM) Your horse trainer madam? Somebody 

Else's Problem? 

38. LIM-AS-VEDA Horse, right... um, OK does she come 

here often? 

39. FRANK (INTERCOM) Come to think of it, only when we 

run the illegal betting operations. 

We're not making another move 

against the Jockey Club are we 

madam? 

40. LIM-AS-VEDA Oh no no no, nothing like that, 

bring her through. 
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41. FRANK (INTERCOM) There you go Shirley 

42. SHIRLEY I need to speak to you in private 

madam, it's about Someone Else's 

Problem 

43. FRANK (INTERCOM) Do you need me, madam? 

44. LIM-AS-VEDA No no, let's keep this one off the 

record. So what's the story, um, 

Shirley? 

45. SHIRLEY Ma'am... how to put this... there's 

someone who came to see me who says 

she's... you 

46. LIM-AS-VEDA Say again 

47. SHIRLEY She says she's you. An accident with 

a Baryon truck, it's obviously crazy 

right? 

48. LIM-AS-VEDA I don't know what you're talking 

about! 
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49. SHIRLEY The thing is I said I would help her 

and come talk to you so... 

50. LIM-AS-VEDA You know there's plenty of horse 

trainers in Hong Kong, young lady 

51. SHIRLEY {gasps} You ARE someone different! 

Veda would never threaten me like 

that! 

52. LIM-AS-VEDA Frank! Frank! Meeting over! 

53. SHIRLEY I'm practically family! I was there 

at the birth of all your horses! I 

nursed My Favourite Plastic 

Handcuffs for four days straight 

without sleeping! 

54. LIM-AS-VEDA Shhh! What's going on! How did you 

find out? 

55. SHIRLEY The horse found out. They have a 

remarkable sense of smell you know 

56. LIM-AS-VEDA I thought that was dogs? 
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57. SHIRLEY Whatever's happened is the strangest 

thing. We need to sort it out! Veda 

is in big trouble! She can't survive 

as an old lady! 

58. LIM-AS-VEDA You think I can!? You think it's 

easy being in this city collecting 

cardboard on a trolley? Nobody looks 

twice at me. Right now, I come in 

the door, three people salute! 

59. SHIRLEY It's not right, madam. Plus, Number 

One has a message for you. 

60. LIM-AS-VEDA Number one? A message? 

61. SHIRLEY Yes, he says he's figured something 

out. Didn't have your number so came 

to me. I give him some straw to pad 

his cardboard sometimes.  

62. LIM-AS-VEDA Hmm. Well it won't hurt to meet 

this... Veda 
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63. SHIRLEY Thank-you. I'll set something up. 

The Swimming Shed, she says it's the 

only place not bugged. 

64. LIM-AS-VEDA Th swimming shed! Did I tell you my 

husband swam there every day, right 

until his 103rd birthday. Claimed it 

kept him young. 

65. SHIRLEY Ah 

66. LIM-AS-VEDA We scattered his ashes there 

67. SHIRLEY I see 

68. LIM-AS-VEDA Well, that coastline is now 

reclaimed of course. His ashes are 

part of the foundation of the 

SeaPlane Terminal Don Don Donki by 

now 

69. SHIRLEY Ah 

70. LIM-AS-VEDA You know when I was a little girl it 

took a week for my grandfather's 
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ashes to drift across the harbour. 

Now it just takes an hour or so. 

71. SHIRLEY Um, Ma'am can we... 

72. LIM-AS-VEDA Oh for heaven's sake you young 

people are so impatient all the 

time, yes ok, I'll see you there 

tomorrow. And ask Veda which drawer 

her bathing suit's at, I can't find 

one anywhere. 

73. SHIRLEY Will do um... what IS your name? 
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